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MINSTER’S LETTER 

Dear Friends, 

I am writing this article in the season of Passiontide, but you will 
probably be reading it in the season of Easter !!  So from my 
current perspective, it is me, “now” but writing to you,“then”!  I am 
having to write in anticipation of what for me, is yet to come. In 
some ways that is a clue to how we are to live as disciples – 
between the times of Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 

The season of Lent, which lasts for 40 days is followed by the 
season of Easter which lasts for 50 days.  Sometimes we can 
make more of Lent and our failings and shortcomings than we do 
of Easter and exploring what New Life in Christ is like, and what 
joy and wholeness our life of faith brings.  

Lent is not an end in itself, but a preparation for the season of 
Easter. If you learn a musical instrument you are very likely to 
have to practice your scales.  They are not an end in themselves 
and no one would ever go to a musical evening where all that was 
being performed were scales. But a music student practices 
scales so they can play their pieces of music better and more 
fluently.  So we go through the season of Lent often trying to 
reflect more carefully on our lives of discipleship, so that in the rest 
of the year our mission and service can witness more clearly to the 
Gospel we proclaim.  

Some of the lines in the Lords Prayer remind us daily of our future 
focus as Christians: Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done is what 
we pray. We are called to live in a way that is an anticipation of the 
Kingdom that we seek.  On Easter Sunday we will have celebrated 
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the Resurrection again and shared in the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. This sacrament is in part an anticipation of the 
“heavenly banquet” yet to come. It is a reminder that whilst we 
live in the present moment, our faith compels us to live in 
anticipation of the realities and values of the Kingdom of God 
which is to come. 

Love and peace 
Robert 

WORSHIP IN MAY 

5th   May 10.30 am Revd Norma Davey  

12th May 10.30 am Revd Robert Creamer Holy Communion 

19th May 10.30 pm Revd Dr Neil Richardson 

26th May 10.30 am Revd Robert Creamer  
  06.30 pm Revd Robert Creamer Ecumenical 

A PRAYER FOR NEW CHURCHES 

God, you who created the world, 
so loved the world that you gave your only son, 
and still love the world, 
give the new Christians and the young local churches 
all over the world the nurture they need as your children, 
the boldness to share their faith with others, 
the courage to speak the truth in not always-friendly surroundings, 
the love to break through prejudices and intolerance, 
the strength to resist corruption,  
and the trust that we all remain in mission with them.   
Amen. 

Hans Vaxby, Bishop, The United Methodist Church in Eurasia, 
Moscow.
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE

These prayers are published also in the magazines of our 
ecumenical partners, St Andrew’s Church and St Edmund’s Church.

God of the impossible  
God of the impossible, 
we pray for justice, peace and reconciliation. 
And when the challenges seem too many, 
remind us of your resurrection power, 
and the miracles of your love that happen 
whenever injustice is dismantled and rebuilt with peace. 
Help us to hope that the impossible can happen 
and live as if it might do so today. 
Amen. 

(Christian Aid Prayer – Please pray for all those involved in 
Christian Aid Week (12th to 18th May). Your gifts could help to build 
more health clinics , provide health training and improve hygiene in 
Sierrra Leone so mums and babies can live long and happy lives.) 

THOUGHTS FROM A HOUSE GROUP 

As I write this just before Easter, our house group has been 
thinking about the account of Jesus in the Garden of 
Gesthemane. It reminds us how Jesus was faced with betrayal, 
injustice, desertion and the appalling cruelty and degradation of 
the crucifixion. It reveals Jesus in all his vulnerability and 
humanity asking his Father if there was no other way. But he put 
himself in the hands of God. In his life he had shown us the way 
of love and justice that is the way of God and he remained 
faithful to this even though he knew that it would lead to his 
death at the hands of the authorities. He showed us that there is 
no point at which the love of God stops. In this lies our hope. The 
events of Easter Day are our assurance that like Jesus we are 
destined not for oblivion, but to be taken up into the presence of 
God.  

Stan Pearson
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BOOK REVIEW 
Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver 

Barbara Kingsolver a writer of novels and non-fiction lives in the 
US and was a biologist before she began writing. She became 
well known with The Poisonwood Bible and more recently has 
won prizes for Lacunae and Flight Behaviour. I have been a fan 
for a long time, her writing is clear and uncluttered and I enjoy her 
choice of subjects which seem relevant to our lives in today’s 
changing world. 
  
This novel, her 9th, is for our times. The story tells of two families 
150 years apart in time, connected by the place where they live. 
In one, Willa, a mother of adult children is coping with her elderly 
and ill father-in-law, a new baby grandson, her husband’s 
insecure employment and her own loss of employment as well as 
a decrepit old house. In the other story Thatcher Greenwood is a 
science teacher excited by the new theory of evolution, newly 
married he has had to take a job in the small town of Vineland 
and live in the house his wife inherited from her father.     

The stories are related in alternating chapters linked by some of 
the characters problems and experiences as they deal with 
unsettled times. The town, Vineland, where both families live, was 
conceived and built by a self made man with a grand plan 
distorted by the power he assumed over the lives of the people 
who came to his ‘garden city.’ The family in today’s world are 
coping with social change and lack of financial security and 
reference is made to a most unlikely presidential candidate. 

In the early period Thatcher comes to the town enthused by the 
chance to teach modern experimental science, especially the 
new exciting Darwinian theories, to young people. He finds his 
ideas totally blocked by the dogmatic autocrat who rules the 
town. Fortunately for his sanity he gets to know a woman who 
lives quietly in the town but nevertheless is in correspondence 
with scientists including Darwin.  



�5

This part of the story is based on fact, Mary Treat was a 
naturalist who published in journals at that time and shared her 
research with other scientists.   

The story of today’s world explores the experiences and feelings 
of a woman coping with a life she did not choose having had to 
give up the job which gave her a sense of value. The feelings 
and experiences of the three generations are completely 
believable: job insecurity, tensions between parents and young 
people, new ways of managing when the expectations people 
grew up with are no longer achievable. 

I do recommend this book despite the angry and impossibly rude 
elderly parent! 

Jan Rippin 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN 

In these days of  'doom and gloom' media reporting which seems 
to concentrate deliberately on bad news ( political turmoil, 
serious crime, racism, economic exploitation etc. ), it was 
refreshing to read the following story in the I newspaper, dated 
20th March. 

Mr and Mrs Gillies were driving 350 miles from Edinburgh to 
Cambridge to see Mrs Gillies' mother on her deathbed. However, 
near Stockton on Tees they were involved in a minor road 
accident , which disabled their car sufficiently that they were 
unable to continue the journey. A passing local young motorist, 
Dean Moore, stopped to see if he could help in any way. When 
he heard their story he scrapped his plans and then drove them 
the remaining 200 miles to see Mrs Gillies' mother. Then he 
drove straight back home again.  

Luckily, they were able to get to Cambridge before Mrs Gillies' 
mother passed away. As Mrs Gillies said “ If it hadn't been for 
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Dean, there is a fair chance we would not have got there in time. “ 

After refusing all offers of payment, what did Mr Moore have to 
say? “ They were stuck in a bad situation. I just made it a little 
better. I don't deserve such a fuss being made. It was the last time 
they would see their mam. I was just trying to be a decent human 
being. By being kind and giving people your time, you can make a 
bad situation nice. I did what any decent person would have done 
in that situation. “ 

Maybe, maybe not! Bearing in mind that it was reported that most 
people were just driving past, one has to say that Dean Moore's 
response was exceptional, and I wonder what we would have 
done, assuming that we had even bothered to stop. Those of us, 
who are members of the so-called 'mature generation', have a 
tendency to disparage the attitudes and activities of the young, In 
the light of the above, perhaps a rethink is in order. 

Gerry Leake  

PROJECT NEWS. MAY 2019. 

The funding of the new entrance being complete, we are now 
fund-raising for the two charities of Oasis Relief, Zambia and the 
Sreepur Village in Bangladesh. By the time you read this, we will 
have seen the revamped entrance and our thanks to you all for 
supporting the events over the past (almost) two years. 

Our evening of European food – Cwality Cwisine – successfully 
raised £250 and around forty people enjoyed a range of meals 
from our neighbours across the channel. Would that the 
atmosphere in our parliament reflected that of our “restaurant”!  

We have two Project events still to come before August and we do 
hope that you will come along and give us your usual support. 

First, on Friday May 24th we have a concert in Church by David 
Wilks and a selection of his musical friends. The programme has 
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still to be finalized but it will consist of a variety of musicians 
showcasing their talents. Please look out for further notices in the 
weekly bulletins. 

The last event of our year will be the annual Swing Dance with 
the Little Big Band on Saturday July 6th at the Queen’s Hall.  
More details will be in the June magazine.     

To mark the opening of the new entrance, the Project Group will 
be one of many supporting the “Open Welcome Celebration” 
weekend from Friday June 14th until Sunday June 16th. You will 
find an article by Sue Wittrick, who is coordinating the weekend, 
elsewhere in the Link. 

Finally, the current Project Group will be continuing to fund-raise 
over the 2019 – 2020 Project year, assisted by Mary Patchett and 
Jan Rippin who nominated the two charities. Many of the group 
have been on the committee for several years and we hope that 
we continue to offer enough of a variety of events to tempt you to 
continue supporting us. We are always open to new ideas and 
suggestions but are also aware that there may be others in the 
church who would like to be part of the group – or indeed, form 
their own. If that is the case, do please have a word with one of 
us. We would not want it to appear that we are a permanent and 
fixed group. We enjoy the role and have fun along the way, but 
would not want to keep it for ourselves if others want to “have a 
go”.   

Margaret Farrar (On behalf of the Project Group.) 

THOUGHTS TO PONDER 
The male is a domestic animal which, if treated with firmness, can 
be trained to do most things. Jilly Cooper  

A people that values its privileges above its principles soon loses 
both. Dwight Eisenhower 

It does not do to dwell on dreams and forget to live. J K Rowling 
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OPEN WELCOME CELEBRATION WEEKEND 

The Open Welcome Project is nearly finished with the completion 
of the new entrance. We are having a celebration weekend from 
Friday June 14 to Sunday June 16. 
  
The church will be open and there will be floral displays about the 
life of the church, displays from church organisations and users. 
Refreshments will be served. The new entrance will be dedicated 
at the Sunday morning service.  

To make this as successful as possible we need help : 

• Distributing leaflets in the locality 
• Taking posters to shops/ libraries etc 
• Telling your friends and neighbours and inviting them to come. 
• Welcoming people in the church ( some of this can be a sitting 

down task!) 
• Helping with serving refreshments 

If you can help please can you put your name on the lists in the 
lounge 

Thank you very much. We hope you will enjoy the weekend. 

Sue Wittrick

THE PASQUE FLOWER. 

At 6.30 on a Sunday morning, the BBC has a radio programme 
called The Living World, and which recently has carried repeats 
from previous years.  On Passion Sunday this year it was a repeat 
from 20012, all about the Pasque flower.  

When I heard this it set the 'little grey cells' stirring. 

x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://3
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In 1971 we went to live in Aberdeen, after having lived in Northern 
Rhodesia/Zambia for 18 and a half years.  For 3 years we just took 
holidays in the UK (one can have too much sun!), but after a rain-
soaked holiday in North Uist we traded our car for a caravanette 
and went further afield, mostly to all parts of France.  This was 
partly to satisfy our younger son's passionate interest in all Natural 
History subjects.  He was 14 years old at the time  and our first 
foray was The Camargue.   The next year we went to the Pyrenees 
and it was here that we found the beautiful Pasque flower.  He 
liked it so much that he asked for it for his next birthday  which 
happens to be in March, the season when it flowers.  We found a 
supplier of Pasque flower seeds; he had them and he grew them 
successfully. 

Susan Howdle's service on Passion Sunday was all about Passion 
and it now being the 'computer age' I decided  to look up more 
about this flower. 

The Wildlife Societies' Website says the following:- 

The pretty-in-purple Pasqueflower is now a rare plant in the UK, 
restricted to just a few chalk and limestone grasslands. Steeped in 
legend, it flowers at Easter, so is known as the 'anemone of 
Passiontide'. ... The striking, purple Pasqueflower is now a very 
rare plant in the UK . 

The Living World programme describes it as growing in clumps on 
rough ground which has been pasture land, not suitable for 
cultivation and largely a habitat for sheep and rabbits.  The roots 
entwine themselves and because lime and chalk are very porous 
they grow long, strong tap-roots to get to vital water supplies. 

Perhaps we should emulate the habits of this plant, making sure 
that we keep our roots closely together, with strong tap-roots firmly 
embedded in the promises of our loving Saviour Jesus Christ. 

RACHEL MOUNSEY
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ALCOHOL ON CHURCH PREMISES. 

Perhaps people's opinions are influenced by how much their family 
has been affected by alcohol abuse. 

The childhood of my father and all his brothers was affected by his 
father's drunkenness. Each week on payday his mother had to 
intercept her husband at the gates of the colliery to get money to 
feed and clothe the family for the week, before her husband went 
to the public house to spend all of the rest.She is reported to have 
said that her husband was never violent to her in his intoxication. 
She had to remove his boots and put him on the bed to sleep it off. 
She knew she was better off by this than many women in the town, 
but life would have been far easier had he not been a drunkard.  
Consequently, all of my father's generation were avid abstainers. 

The Methodist churches were also of this mind. Like Irving, once a 
year in Sunday School we had a Temperance Sunday, where we 
were told tragic stories and urged to sign the pledge. I refused to 
do so, being older than Irving, as I felt unable to make a promise 
that I did not know I would be able to keep as I grew up. No 
pressure was put on me to do so. However, I have spent my life as 
an abstainer! 

Counsellors who work for Alcoholics Anonymous have not yet been 
rendered redundant. The argument that no Methodist Church 
should be the cause of an alcoholic's relapse still holds true. "Am I 
my brother's keeper?" asks Cain in Genesis: 4 v.9 and the answer 
remains “Yes, as far as I am able". 

Margaret Summerwill. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
When the Lancashire cotton mills were working, they turned 
cotton fibres into threads by twisting them using a big machine. 
Occasionally the fibre would break and the new fibre had to be 
joined to the old one. The raw ends were laid side by side and 
twisted together by hand. This was "cottoning on".  



�11

JESUS' ONE-LINERS – 4 

People do not light a lamp and put it under a basket, but 
on a lamp stand; and it gives light for all who are in the 

house. 
Matt. 5.15 

When considering the short sayings of Jesus it is 
important to remember two things. The first is that Jesus 
was an itinerant teacher who went from place to place 
addressing different audiences, and outlining to them his 
vision of the Kingdom of God ( or as the famous 
Methodist preacher Rev Dr. Leslie Weatherhead called it 
– The Kingdom of Right Relationships ). The second is 
that Jesus used simple and familiar illustrations to back 
his teaching; illustrations that would stick in the memory 
of his largely illiterate audience and consequently would 
not be easily forgotten. 

Clearly ( pun intended ), this short saying is concerned 
with light. So we can ask ourselves, as Jesus asked of his 
listeners, what is the function of light, and what important 
lessons can we learn from such a consideration? 

A light can act as a guide. It is something that enables us 
to see the way ahead; to follow the correct path. But 
Jesus, I think, is saying something else here. He is saying 
that we have a duty, as his followers, to be a light; to 
make the way clear to others; to set a good example; to 
lead the way. As we listen, via the media, to what is going 
on in the world around us, it is clear that people are 
urgently needed who are prepared to show  the 
goodness, love and compassion which Jesus advocated 
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and acted out in his short public life. In case this appears 
to be beyond our capability, turn to Matt. 25.35, where 
Jesus is reported as saying – I was hungry and you fed 
me; I was thirsty and you gave me a drink; I was 
homeless and you gave me a room; I was shivering and 
you gave me clothes; I was sick and you stopped to visit. 
In other words, compassion is to be evident around our 
doorstep!! That's where Jesus suggests that we make a 
start. 

But a light can also serve as a warning. A familiar example 
is the red light at a road junction which tells us that it is 
dangerous to proceed. And it sometimes will be our duty 
to warn somebody ( perhaps someone close to us ) about 
the possible consequences of their current or proposed 
actions. One of the tragedies in life is when somebody 
says to us “ I may not have been in the situation I now find 
myself in, if only you had spoken in time.” But if our words 
are to be helpful and effective, they need to be couched in 
a spirit of love, not in a spirit of condemnation. 

Gerry Leake 

EASTER STORY FOR CHILDREN 

Christmas services for children are very popular.  It is easy to tell 
stories about Christmas which are suitable for children. I don’t 
think it is so easy to find appropriate messages for children about 
Easter, especially for families who do not normally come to 
church.  It is made more difficult by the huge leap from Good 
Friday to Easter Sunday, when often children are neither at 
school nor using church premises.  This journey can be difficult 
for church going people if they don’t manage to get to Good 
Friday services.  Their worship goes from Palm Sunday to Easter 
Day and misses the depths of Good Friday. 
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This year we tried to reach out to the young people who use our 
premises but don’t come to church.  We offered the groups 
stones to decorate with a fish, a cross or an empty tomb.  They 
were also given the following descriptions of the 3 pictures to 
give some insight into the Christian story, which is hopefully 
appropriate for children.  I hope this was helpful for group 
leaders and parents. 

The Fish “Jesus Christ God” 

The first Christians wanted to be just like Jesus, helping the poor, 
the sick and those nobody cared about but they had to keep their 
faith secret, because they were in danger.  They had a special 
secret sign so that other Christians would know them.  It was a 
fish.  The Greek word for fish spelt out the initials for Jesus 
Christ God .  The fish was an easy drawing which could be 
scratched on a wall or a stick or a hand: 

The Cross        + “God so loved the world” 

For Christians, the cross is a sign of how much Jesus loved all 
people, especially those who needed him most: the poor, the 
sick, the unhappy and the lost. Jesus wanted to save them so 
much and he never tried to save himself.  He always gave 
himself for others and the cross is a sign of this. 

The empty tomb   “Christ is risen” 

The empty tomb shows that, although Jesus died, he is still alive, 
because love cannot die. He still helps us to do his work of 
caring for those who are in the most need. 

Patricia Davies
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This is the closing SHOWCASE CONCERT of the Rothwell 
Competitive Music Festival featuring highlights from the rest of the 
festival and, as always, promises to be a GEM. You will be 
assured of a wonderful afternoon of music by some very talented 
groups and young people. Please also note the dates of the 
festivals for 2020 and 2021.
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NEWS FROM UP NORTH 

Well, I’m back now, after my second trip up the Norwegian coast 
to the Arctic! I enjoyed the experience so much last year that I 
offered to take the family this year, on the principle that what they 
got now they wouldn’t get later. Beverley and Paul decided not to 
go but Alison and her Paul came with me. 

So, just under a month ago we flew to Bergen where we boarded 
the MS Nordlys for the twelve days’ trip to the very north of 
Norway and back. It is a wonderful experience. When the boat 
stopped at all the larger towns there was time to do some 
exploring; at the shorter stops, we could do no more than go on 
shore to stretch our legs for a few minutes. Alison and Paul went 
cross-country ski-ing from Tromso, and took a snow mobile trip 
from Kirkenes. The highlight for them was a visit to a marble mine 
and en route the bus took them along the Arctic Highway, which 
joins up the islands along the coast. 

My only “excursion” was a visit to the Arctic Cathedral in Tromso 
for a midnight concert. A soprano, a flautist and a pianist played 
and sang traditional Norwegian music for half an hour. (The 
longest we could be away before the boat sailed!) The Arctic 
Cathedral is a beautiful modern building, very plain, but with a 
lovely eastern stained glass window, which we couldn’t see at 
night, but which I had seen last year. 

As the boat crosses the Arctic circle the scenery becomes more 
spectacular, and the snow thicker. If the weather is good enough - 
and it was - the captain takes the boat into the Troll fjiord. This 
was magic! 

There are 15 ships in the Hurtigruten fleet, one leaving Bergen 
every day for the trip there and back. We were always told (in the 
daytime) when we were passing one of the sister ships - horns 
blowing, and people waving. And on two or three occasions one 
was docked at the same time as us, and we were allowed to go 
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on board and have a look around. Some were very modern. Our 
ship was due to go for refurbishment, but it was very comfortable. 

The food was good; much of it was taken on board as we went, 
especially the fish. The cabins, although small, were comfortable 
too. 

Altogether I have had two wonderful  trips in spectacular scenery. 
I might go again. 

Margaret Mattocks 
PS I saw three Methodist churches, in Alesund, Tromso and 
Hammerfest. No doubt there were others. 
PPS We saw the Northern Lights. 

Ålesund- it was a picture of this 
view on a jigsaw that first inspired 
her to visit Norway. 

Outside the Methodist church in 
Hammerfest  

  

Mum waving to the ship she was on last year, the MS Richard 
With, just north of the Acrtic Circle 
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16 Things I Would Want if I get Dementia by Rachel Wonderlin 
 
1. If I get dementia, I want my friends and family to embrace my 
reality. If I think my spouse is still alive, or if I think we’re visiting my 
parents for dinner, let me believe those things. I’ll be much happier 
for it. 
 
2. If I get dementia, I don’t want to be treated like a child. Talk to 
me like the adult that I am. 
 
3. If I get dementia, I still want to enjoy the things that I’ve always 
enjoyed. Help me find a way to exercise, read, and visit with 
friends. 
 
4. If I get dementia, ask me to tell you a story from my past. 
 
5. If I get dementia, and I become agitated, take the time to figure 
out what is bothering me. 
 
6. If I get dementia, treat me the way that you would want to be 
treated. 

The MS Nordlys  One of the new bridges linking islands at Risøyhamn

The Troll Fjord 



�18

 
7. If I get dementia, make sure that there are plenty of snacks for 
me in the house. Even now if I don’t eat I get angry, and if I have 
dementia, I may have trouble explaining what I need. 
 
8. If I get dementia, don’t talk about me as if I’m not in the room. 
 
9. If I get dementia, don’t feel guilty if you cannot care for me 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. It’s not your fault, and you’ve done 
your best. Find someone who can help you or choose a great new 
place for me to live. 
 
10. If I get dementia, and I live in a dementia care community, 
please visit me often. 
 
11. If I get dementia, don’t act frustrated if I mix up names, events, 
or places. Take a deep breath. It’s not my fault. 
 
12. If I get dementia, make sure I always have my favourite music 
playing within earshot. 
 
13. If I get dementia, and I like to pick up items and carry them 
around, help me return those items to their original places. 
 
14. If I get dementia, don't exclude me from parties and family 
gatherings. 
 
15. If I get dementia, know that I still like receiving hugs or 
handshakes. 
 
16. If I get dementia, remember that I am still the person you know 
and love. 

https://www.alzheimersreadingroom.com/2014/12/16-things-i-
would-want-if-i-get-dementia.html 

With thanks to Rachel Mounsey 

https://www.alzheimersreadingroom.com/2014/12/16-things-i-would-want-if-i-get-dementia.html
https://www.alzheimersreadingroom.com/2014/12/16-things-i-would-want-if-i-get-dementia.html
https://www.alzheimersreadingroom.com/2014/12/16-things-i-would-want-if-i-get-dementia.html
https://www.alzheimersreadingroom.com/2014/12/16-things-i-would-want-if-i-get-dementia.html
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SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH  
Cafe Morning 10.00 am - 12.30 pm 

21st May    Paninis and Toasties 
18th June    Bacon Butties 
16th July    Paninis and Toasties 
20th August    Bacon Butties 
17th September   Soups 

There will also be the usual wide range of delicious home-baked 
cakes and scones and a variety of styles of coffee. The company 
is excellent so come and meet the people of Shadwell 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP  
 
Meeting on alternate Thursday evenings at 7.45 pm in the 
Community Hall.   There is a small charge of £3 to cover the cost 
of refreshments and the Speaker's fees.   We hope you will think it 
well worth it. 
 
9th May   Our annual Coffee Evening.   This is an OPEN evening 
(everyone welcome).  Please note we start at 7.30 pm this 
evening and there is a small charge of £3 per person.  
Refreshments will be provided.   Various stalls - plants, books, 
cakes etc. and Margaret Wilks has kindly agreed to bring along 
her cards for sale.   See you All there. 
 
23rd May   Our last Speaker of the Season - Pat Osborne will be 
telling the story of "Lewis Carroll and the real Alice".   Pat always 
relates a good tale, doesn't she.   Please note we revert to the 
usual time of 7.45 pm. 

6th June   Prior notice of the AGM, chaired by our Minister. More 
of this in the next issue.  

Lynne and Anne 
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CONFESSIONS OF A GAMBLER  
In 1974 I found myself in a hospital bed awaiting a nose operation.  
Slightly drugged and ready for theatre, a lady approached asking if 
I would participate in a ward sweepstake as it was the day of the 
Grand National.  Not very clear about what she spoke of I paid the 
amount required and a card was placed in my hand.  Before being 
whisked away I notices the name on the card -- Red Rum.  It meant 
nothing to me. Sometime later with two black eyes and a pot on my 
nose the same lady approached announcing my horse as the 
winner  and placing my winnings of £20 in my hand. 
 
Since that day the name of Red Rum has held a special place in 
my heart having won the Grand National two consecutive years, an 
achievement never to be repeated until this year when a certain 
Tiger Roll equalled him. 
 
A thought crossed my mind that with my obvious talent for spotting 
winners I missed my true vocation and could now be living the life 
of Riley or possibly ending up with another two black eyes! 
 
Barbara Holmes 



�21



�22

FLORENCE HAIR FASHIONS
A Wella Premier Salon
· Open Monday to Saturday Weekly
· Perming, Colouring and Styling specialists
· Competitive rates for Senior Citizens
· Special Prices for children
· Registered Hairdressers – of course!
· Client Parking
· Friendly and Helpful Experts
Do you have a problem with transport or mobility? We operate 
an entirely free of charge collection service each Thursday and 
Friday. We pick you up and take you home again!
Is this what you are looking for from your hair specialists? Then 
why not give us a call? Or leave a message on our after hours 
voice mail and we’ll get back to you!
Do give us a try – you won’t regret it!
145 Easterly Road, Leeds LS8 2RY. 
Tel: 0113 2402 556
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